
Hello Hidden Valley School Community, 
 
I would like to recognize that our school community has expe-
rienced a great deal of stress and concern over the past few 
months; however, fortunately, the students and staff have been 
able to work together to make the year feel normal within the 
school. 
  
Our staff continues to love working at Hidden Valley and 
working with the children and their families. We continue to 
use the outdoors as a teaching tool for place-based learning, 
and we have been incorporating inquiry-based learn-
ing pedagogy throughout our programming.   
 
It is lovely to see happy students carving pumpkins, going to 
swimming lessons, lacing up their skates, and playing in their 
mud kitchens. In addition, students are engaged in Thinking 
Classroom practices in their math program-
ming, Heggerty programming and Daily Five rotations for lan-
guage arts. These program practices address the individual 
needs of each student.  

We are working with the School Council, the Yukon First Na-
tions Educational Directorate (YFNED), and parent volunteers 
to organize a community winter carnival on November 27th. 
We will also be sending out the parental volunteer handbook in 
the upcoming weeks to open our doors to our wonderful com-
munity to assist our students. We will be looking for volunteers 
to assist with various things, including; reading with students, 
helping with projects, helping with math problems, and many 
other ways to improve our students’ experiences at school.   

I want to reiterate that we are here to help in any way that you 
and your child may need. We have been working with YFNED 
to supply food hampers to families, working with child coun-
selling services in the school or alternative locations, and sup-
plying a variety of other individualized supports. If you notice 
any troublesome behaviours, please reach out to us, and we 
will come together to see how we can help. 

Sincerely,  

John Duclos  
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HVS School Council News 
 

The next HVS School Council meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, Nov. 3rd at 5:30 
p.m. in the Learning Commons.  All parents 
are welcome.    
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FACE MASKS 

 
Masks are required upon entering the building as 
well as in common areas of our school and on the 
school  
buses.   
 
Many students have not been bringing masks to 
school or losing them thoughout the day  Students 
are required to bring and wear their own masks 
from home.  Please keep a few in your child’s back-
pack every day and clearly label them so they aren't 
accidently being used by other students.   
Thank you for your Co-operation. 

 

 

 

 

Yukon First Nations Education Directorate 

Thank you to our cook Naomi from the YFNED  
nutrition program, that has been working hard in the 
kitchen providing meals for students that don’t come 
to school with a lunch or snacks. 
YFNED has developed a service for all urban White-
horse Indigenous youth. Through Jordan’s Principle, 
Winter Break Hampers were distributed in late Win-
ter 2021 to all Indigenous families living in White-
horse with children aged 0 to 18. 

YFNED’s Urban Nutrition Program has launched a 
school-based breakfast and lunch service for all In-
digenous students attending Whitehorse schools. 

Breakfast, lunch and snacks are available as needed 
to all of our students.  If you have to decide whether 
your child will eat breakfast or take the bus, then 
send them on the bus and they can eat breakfast at 
school.  If your child eats their lunch but is still hun-
gry, snacks are available.  

 

 

PARENTS AND GUESTS  

When entering the building, please use the 
front door, sanitize your hands and check in 
at the office. Your child’s safety is important 
to us. Thank you for your cooperation!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATES AND ABSCENCES  

If your child is going to be absent or late, please 

email your child’s teacher or alternatively 

phone the office at 667-8164 

or send an email to: shelley.mcinnis@yukon.ca  

We would also like to remind parents/guardians of 
the importance of students coming to school on 
time every day. If your child does arrive late, 
please have them come to the office for a late slip.   

 

 



K-12 school guidelines for 2021-22: COVID-19 

 

 All students (K-12) and staff must wear masks in all indoor school 

settings outside of the classroom. 

 This includes hallways and on school buses. 

 Exceptions are made when: 

 eating, drinking or participating in physical activities; and 

 when an individual class is, in a supervised and controlled way, 

transiting from 1 room in the school to another. An example of this is 

a group of students walking directly from their classroom to the gym. 

 Students do not need to wear a mask in a classroom setting, but may 

choose to wear one if they wish. 

 Staff must wear a mask if they are unable to maintain a 2-metre dis-

tance from students or other staff. 









Hidden Valley School Reporting Dates and Types of Reporting 

2021-2022 

November TBD, 2021 

February 11, 2022 

April 29, 2022 

(Online. Can be requested in 

printed form) 

  

FreshGrade Reporting Updates: 

Teachers and students will be giving curricular updates on 

FreshGrade this year. They will be reporting on reading, 

writing, and numeracy with overviews, strengths, next steps, 

and ways to support their learning at home. 

As of the end of October, we are still waiting for many of the 

accounts to be activated by FreshGrade. Once the system in up 

November 19, 2021 

(No school on this day, but the 

students are required to attend 

their conference.) 

Student-Led Conferences: 

The Student Led Conference is where the students will be 

sharing their learning through a prepared and organized con-

ference model. 

The conferences will be either in person or remote depending 

on the current status of COVID cases in the Yukon. We will 

be using the online booking system again this year. 

December 15, 2021 

(Sent home with students) 

Written Report: 

The Written Report will update parents and students on all 

curriculum areas with the use of rubrics based on the new 

Educational Assessment Alignment Table.  

March 4th, 2022 

 (Students will not attend school 

this day but students are required 

to attend the conferences.) 

Student Led Conferences: 

The Student Led Conference is where the students will be 

sharing their learning through a prepared and organized con-

ference model. 

The conferences will be either in person or remote depending 

on the current status of COVID cases in the Yukon. We will 

be using the online booking system again this year. 

June 16, 2022 

(Sent home with students or 

mailed home) 

Final Reports: 

Parents will receive a final report card for the year. The re-

port cards will include all curriculum areas as well as new 

students reporting attachments. 
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CLOTHING 

Please label all of your children’s outdoor clothes 
(MASKS, coats, boots, hats, mittens, etc). There 
are MANY items at the lost and found that we 
would love to get back to their owners.  Please 
stop by and have a look! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Husky Fun Club 
 

Husky Fun Club has a new e-mail  
address. 
If your child is absent from school and will 
not be attending HFC or if you have ques-
tions or concerns regarding this program, 
please contact our Co-Ordinator Ashley at: 
 

 huskyfunclub@hotmail.com  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Notice of Evacuation Sites 

if School Evacuation is Required 

for Hidden Valley School 

 

 
Jack Hulland School in Porter Creek is the 
location for HVS students in case of evacua-
tion. 

 

In the event we are unable to access Jack Hul-
land School, our alternate gathering place will 
be Holy Family School in Porter Creek. 

 
Turn on your radio to CBC (94.5) or CKRW 

(96.1) , or CHON (98.1) all on the FM dial; 
information and directions will be given over 
the radio. 

DO NOT call the school please; we must have 
the lines open for emergency calls. 

DO NOT immediately drive to the school fol-
lowing an earthquake or other city-wide 
emergency; streets and access to our 
school may be cluttered with debris; the 
school access routes and street entrance 
areas must remain clear for emergency ve-
hicles. 

 
The school has a detailed emergency response 
plan that has been developed to ensure the 
safety of students and staff in the event of 
emergencies.  The plan is reviewed and updat-
ed at least annually.  The School Council has 
been provided with a copy of the plan as part of 
the Annual School Plan. 

 
 

Please clip 

and save 



         

Hidden Valley Elementary School 
5 MacPherson Road 
Whitehorse, YT   Y1A 5S3 
Phone:  (867) 667-8164 
 

October 25, 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 
Because the Yukon is located in an earthquake-prone area, and other natural or physical plan 
emergencies can occur which require us to evacuate the school, we want to remind you that, in 
the case of such an event, the following procedures will be followed. 

 
The school will remain responsible for all students for the hours designated in a normal school 

day, unless directed to dismiss students by an Emergency Measures authority. 

If we are directed to dismiss students, no student will be dismissed from school unless a par-
ent or designated guardian comes for him/her; no student will be allowed to walk or bike 
home alone. 

No child will be allowed to leave with another person, even a relative or babysitter, unless we 
have written or verbal permission to that effect or that particular person is listed as the stu-
dents’ emergency contact.  With this in mind, if your child’s information is not up-to-date, 
please call the office as soon as possible. 

All parents or designated guardians, who come to pick up students, must sign the student out 
with the classroom teacher or the designated marshall at the alternate site Student Release 
station.  This is critical so that we can ensure all students are accounted for and remain 
safe. 

 
In case we need to evacuate Hidden Valley School in an emergency, our evacuation site is Jack 

Hulland Elementary School in Porter Creek. In the event we are unable to access Jack Hul-

land School, our alternate gathering place will be Holy Family School, also in Porter Creek. 

 

We are prepared to care for children in the event of a critical situation, or if parents or guardi-
ans are not able to reach the school.  We have a number of people with first aid certifications, 
and we will be in communication with local emergency services, as required.  We do ask for 
your help in the following areas: 

DO turn on your radio to FM: CBC (94.5) or CKRW (96.1), or CHON (98.1) ; information and 
directions will be given over the radio. 

DO NOT call the school please; we must have the lines open for emergency calls. 

DO NOT immediately drive to the school following an earthquake or other city-wide emergency; 
streets and access to our school may be cluttered with debris; the school access routes and 
street entrance areas must remain clear for emergency vehicles. 

 

PLEASE PUT THIS LETTER IN A SAFE PLACE SO YOU MAY REFER TO IT IF NECESSARY. 

 

LEARNING TO 
LEARN.........FOR 
LIFE



   

WE’RE NIT PICKING AGAIN! 

 
Fall and the return to school bring children back into close contact again and with that come the 

possibility of the spread of head lice. Head lice are tiny insects that live on warm heads. They do 

not spread disease, however it can be a nuisance and uncomfortable when they decide to take up 

residence on your head! 

Head lice can be spread by close head to head contact and sharing items that have been in con-

tact with a head that has head lice. They do not jump or fly.  

Head lice should only be treated if you identify live lice on your 

head. The goal of the treatment is to kill the live lice. Some treat-

ments also work to prevent the hatching of any eggs the lice have 

laid, also known as nits. However, the most effective way of pre-

venting the hatching of eggs is to physically remove all of the 

nits. This is time consuming, yes, but really the only effective 

way of ending the life cycle of the lice. We need to get nit picking! 

If you think your child may have head lice, check their head for 

live lice. Remember they move fast so you’ll need to look closely 

with good lighting. Especially check at the hairline at the neck 

and behind the ears.  

If you identify that your child has head lice, please speak to your pharmacist and check out this 

website for further advice about how to treat it.  http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/

head_lice%20%20  

You can help prevent the spread of head lice by teaching your child to avoid head to head contact 

with other children and not to share combs, brushes, hair ornaments, and hats.  

Whitehorse Health Centre nurses recommend that parents check their children’s heads weekly 

to help you identify head lice as soon as possible. If you do identify head lice, please remember 

that they are just as happy living on a nice clean warm head as on a dirty one. This is no reflec-

tion on your family’s hygiene. However, if you let the school know that your child has head lice, 

they will be able to notify the other parents in your child’s class so they can be sure to check 

their child’s head more frequently. 

They also do not recommend that your child be excluded from school because head lice are com-

mon and do not spread disease. It is important for your child to be present at school to maximize 

their learning - especially at the beginning of the school year.  

If you would like more information about head lice or would like help confirming your child has 

head lice before treating them, please contact your school nurse by calling 667-8865. You may 

also request a copy of our head lice pamphlet from your school’s office or check it out on the web. 

http://www.hss.gov.yk.ca/pdf/headlice.pdf 

http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/head_lice%20%20
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/head_lice%20%20
http://www.hss.gov.yk.ca/pdf/headlice.pdf


   
 



   

Terry Fox Run 
On September 24th,  

Hidden Valley School held our  
annual Terry Fox Run.   

 We raised $175.00 in donations and t-shirt sales!  Good job everyone! 
All the students and teachers ran or walked  

the MacPherson loop. 
All of the proceeds went to the  

Terry Fox Foundation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Toys/Stuffies 
Please help us to keep these items at home.  Teachers cannot be held responsible for 
these items, and they often cause a lot of unhappiness in classrooms. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

August/September 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hidden Valley School 
#5 MacPherson Rd 
Whitehorse, YT 
Y1A 5S3 

Phone: 
(867) 667-8164 

Fax: 
(867) 393-6316 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

Alex G., Alex L 

Malaiya, Gracie, 

Blue, Juniper,  

Theo, Thomas, 

Jasmine, Emer-

son L., Avery 

Ryan, Leo, Cora, 

Sebastian, Jakob 

Hayden, Oliver, 

Jaxen, Cooper,  

Esker, Rylan, 

Brooke,  

Jasmine, Emer-

son, Fletcher,  

Esker, Rylan, 

Prestyn, Yikaih, 

Ms. F. 

October   

Brand, Kayden,  

Sabrina, Edrie,  

Adalyn,  

Jack, Charlee 

Autumn, Shiloh, 

Liam, Stanley, 
Drake, 

Ms. Serena, 

Ms. Deanna 

Ms. Brianna 

Mr. Steve 

Ms. B (Birkeland) 

November   

Ellie V., Danika, 

Denley, Toryn, 

Westin 

Jaxxon, Ryker, 

Adrian, Orion 

Mme Shari 

Ms. Janice 

 

LEARNING TO 
LEARN.........FOR 
LIFE

Volleyball game # 4 Oct. 25 

Gr. 6/7 Swim to Survive Lessons 
(9:45-10:30) 

Oct. 26-28 

Gr. 4 & 4/5 Haunted House (Wood St.) Oct. 27 

Volleyball Practice (3:15—5:00 pm) Oct. 28 

Gr. 5/6 & 6/7 Haunted House (Wood St.) Oct. 28 

Halloween Class Activities Oct. 29 

Volleyball game #5 Nov. 1 

School Council Mt @ 5:30  Nov. 3 

Volleyball Championships Girls Nov. 3 

Volleyball Championships Boys Nov. 4 

Volleyball Championships Finals Nov. 6 

Gr. 3, 4, 4/5 Rec Skate 1:00-1:45 Nov. 9 

Remembrance Day Holiday  

(No School) 
Nov. 11 

PD Day—No School Nov. 12 

Gr. 1 Polarettes (12:45-1:45) Nov. 18 

Student Led Conferences—No School for 

Students 
Nov. 19 

Gr. 5/6 & 6/7 Rec Skate (1:00-1:45) Nov. 24 

  

Allergy Alert!   
We have students in the school who have severe 
reactions to some food products. The items that 
we are asking all parents to refrain from sending 
to school are any nuts, peanut butter or any 
items containing nut products. Contact with 
these items can result in severe situations for 
some of our students. We have had excellent 
support from our community on this and we 
thank you for your continued cooperation. 
Thank you for keeping Hidden Valley School Nut 
Free.  

 


